=D&

Koji Kakinuma—Exploring Calligraphy
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Born in 1970, KAKINUMA Koji took up the
brush at the age of five, studying first under
his father, KAKINUMA Suiryu, and then
under TESHIMA Yukei and UEMATSU Ichijo.
Asking “Is Shodo art? Am | an artist?”Kakinuma
has continually pushed the boundaries of
Shodo, the Japanese art of calligraphy,
drawing freely from calligraphy, contemporary
art and sub-culture. This exhibition presented
some 700 works representing a variety of
expressive styles. Rinsho (calligraphy based
on a model) is a platform for dialogue with
master calligraphers and people of the ancient
past. “Encounters”—an offshoot of Rinsho—
are his interpretations of others’ words in the
Kakinuma style. His super-large-scale works
are pictorial investigations using sumi ink.
In addition there is performance, where he
shares the creative process with an audi-
ence, “trancework” —countless repetitions of
simple, powerful phrases, and installations
that give temporal and spatial development
to calligraphy on a grand scale. Together
they presented a vision of a calligraphy of
possibility, free and open to the future.

(AKIMOTO Yuji)
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. Gallery 6: Installation view

Phoenix, 2013
H750 x W1100 cm

. Gallery 14: Installation view

649 Moon, 2013
H34.5x W45 cm

. Gallery 4: Installation view

from left: L/IFE, 2002, H360 x W480 cm
One, 2003, H360 x \W480 cm
B-beat, 2011, H360 x W720 cm
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2013.11.23-2014.3.2
Venue: Gallery1-6,14

Ticket Price: Adult = ¥1,000, University = ¥800,
Elem/JH/HS = ¥400, 65 and over = ¥800
Number of Visitors: 64,404

Organized by:

21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa (Kanazawa Art Promotion and
Development Foundation)

Patronized by: THE HOKKOKU SHIMBUN

In Cooperation with: Yuyama Shunpodo,
General Incorporated Foundations World Paper
Heritage Support Foundation KAMIMORI,
Toyodo, Taro Okamoto Memorial Museum and

Yaita City, Tochigi Prefecture

Artist: KAKINUMA Koji

Calalogue:

KOJI KAKINUMA: Exploring Calligraphy
My book service Inc, 2014

30x30 cm, 108p., ¥3,000 + tax

ISBN: 978-4-907490-03-4

Curator: AKIMOTO Yuji




