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A Centennial Exhibition: INOUE Yuichi
was a large-scale retrospective marking
the birth 100 years before of Inoue Yuichi
(1916-1985), one of Japan’s most important
postwar artists. Going to the core of Inoue’s
art through more than 200 of his most nota-
ble works from his early to late periods, the
exhibition featured the abstract calligraphy
series “Work” (1955) as well as his foremost
early-period work Gutetsu (1956), and works
of the 1960s such as K6 (Fond), Haha (Mother),
and Kaze (Wind) created using innovative
materials and methods of his own invention
including, glue and frozen ink. The exhibition
then moved to Inoue works of the 1970s
that reflect the mind in accord with lifestyle,
such as Hin (Poverty), and final period works
of the late 1970s and '80s, such as 7ori (Bird),
Tsuki (Moon), Fun (Behead), and Taka (Hawk).
The exhibition highlighted the varying styles
for which Inoue is known, his single-charac-
ter calligraphy, but also his multi-character

pieces recalling his experience of the horror

of war, Tokyo-daikasha (Tokyo Bombing) and
Ah Yokokawa Kokumin-gakkd (Ah, Yokoka-
wa National School!) His kotobagaki (word
works) in which he spoke the word as part of
the creative action was also featured: works
such as Kaeru Tanjo-sai and Yodaka-no-hoshi
rendered in conté pencil, pencil, or carbon.
Nametokoyama no Kuma (The Bears of Na-
metoko Mountain) and his rinsho (free-hand
copies) of the classics Yan Qingli Stele and
Jo,as well as his final piece, Kokoro (Mind)
were also shown. Through works represent-
ing every stage his career, the exhibition will
explored the world of free, unconventional
calligraphy to which Inoue Yuichi remained

committed throughout his life.

(AKIMOTO Yuiji)
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1. Gallery 7: Installation View
2. Gallery 11: Installation View
3. The Corridor in front of Gallery 7: Installation View

1-3. photo: WATANABE Osamu
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2016.1.2-3.21
Venue: Gallery 7-12, 14

Ticket Price: Adult = ¥1,000, University = ¥800,
Elem/JH/HS=¥400, 65 and over=¥800
Number of visitors: 137,547

Organized by:

21st Century Museum of

Contemporary Art, Kanazawa (Kanazawa Art
Promotion and Development Foundation)
Grant from: General Incorporated Foundations
World Paper Heritage Support Foundation
KAMIMORI

In cooperation with: The National Museum of
Modern Art, Kyoto, UNAC TOKYO

Calalogue:

A Yu-ichi Inoue Retrospective 1955—1985
General Incorporated Foundations World Paper
Heritage Support Foundation KAMIMORI, 2016
29.8x23.5cm, 395p., ¥3,000 + tax

ISBN: 978-4-9908732-0-2

Artist: INOUE Yuichi

Curator: AKIMOTO Yuji




