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In Our Time: Art in Post-industrial Japan
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The Contemporary 1

With ten years having passed since 21st
Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa opened with a mission to present
contemporary art, we took the opportunity
to take a fresh look at the current state of art
by holding three exhibitions under the title
“The Contemporary.” This exhibition, the first
in this series, focused on Japan and featured
10 artists and artist groups principally active

since 2000. The exhibition’s key words were

" ou n ow

“relationship,” “everyday,” “media,” and
“vernacular.” Today, Japan has achieved a
transition from an industrial society produc-
ing cars and buildings to a post-industrial
society providing services and information.
New problems have also emerged—an ag-
ing population and declining birthrate, the
hollowing out of rural regions, and growing
numbers of solitary deaths. To alleviate or
resolve such problems, attempts are being
made to build “relationships” among people
and to rediscover the attractive features of

rural “vernacular.” Meanwhile, it has become

an age of proliferating personal media, char-
acterized by smart-phones and “always-on
connection” to online social networking. Us-
ing the term “post-industrial” to describe the
Japan of today, we explored the art of now
through works by 10 artists/artist groups
who live and work in these times.

(WASHIDA Meruro)
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1. Gallery 8: Installation view
KANEUJI Teppei
2. Gallery 12: Installation view
MISE Natsunosuke
3. Gallery 14: Installation view
Sputniko!, The Moonwalk Machine— Selena’s Step, 2013
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2015.4.25-8.30
Venue: Gallery 7-14, Long-Term Project Room,

Design Gallery, Project Room

Ticket Price: Adult = ¥1,000, University = ¥800,
Elem/JH/HS = ¥400, 65 years old = ¥800
Number of visitors: 133,960

Organized by:

21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa (Kanazawa Art Promotion and
Development Foundation)

In Cooperation with: AMBIC Co.,Ltd

Artists: OOKUBO Ari, KANEUJI Teppei,
UKAWA Naohiro, KOGANEZAWA Takehiko,
IZUMI Taro, MISE Natsunosuke, Tabaimo,
SUPTNIKO!, YAGI Lyota,

ALMA Telescope Project

Catalogue:

In Our Time: Art in Post Industrial Japan,
21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa, 2015

21x14.8 cm, 148p., ¥1,600 + tax

ISBN: 078-4-903205-50-2

Coordinators: NAKATA Koichi, WASHIDA Meruro
Curators: KUROSAWA Hiromi,

TATEMATSU Yumiko, TAKAHASHI Ritsuko,
UCHIRO Hiroyuki, NAKATA Koichi,

WASHIDA Meruro, KITADE Chieko,

YONEDA Seiko




