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Mitate is the technique of recognizing and
representing one object as another, such as
when we think, “This reminds me of something.”
Suzuki Yasuhiro likens a boat’s wake to a
zipper or the ball of a kendama cup-and-ball
to an apple, reinterpreting familiar objects
and phenomena from his own perspective
and helping expand our perceptions of the
world. In the drawings that Suzuki produced
during the planning of this exhibition and
that summarized his ideas for it, the circular
museum building was shown with multiple
layers forming concentric rings, likening it
to a Baumkuchen, which in German means
“tree cake.” The multiple layers could also be
interpreted as representing the time passed
since the museum’s opening, the museum’s
10th anniversary, or the experiences and
memories of the people who have visited it.
In line with the title “Mitate Laboratory,” the
exhibition included a range of activities on
the theme of “mitate,” with Suzuki assuming

the title of “lab leader” and the project mem-

bers who started up and ran the laboratory
together with the artist assuming the title
of “lab members.” Following the exhibition,
the laboratory became a place where lab
members, visitors, and “everyone” actively
exchanged thoughts and ideas, guided by

Suzuki's creative vision.

(KIBI Kumiko)
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1. SUZUKI Yasuhiro, Museum of Baumkuchen, 2014
2. Opening Program: Appearance of Large-sized Aerial
Being

3. Design Gallery: Installation view

2, 3. photo: KIOKU Keizo
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Venue: Design Gallery

Ticket Price: Free
Number of visitors: 13,261 (as the number of

participants for weekend program)

Organized by:

21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa (Kanazawa Art Promotion and
Development Foundation)

In Cooperation with: SHISEIDO

Artist: SUZUKI Yasuhiro

Document: SUZUKI Yasuhiro’s Mitate Laboratory,
21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa, 2015

14.5x10.5 cm, 120p. with reduced edition of
Mitate Journal by Four-Frame Cartoon,

¥950 (tax included)

ISBN: 978-4-903205-47-2

Curator: KIBI Kumiko




