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It was in the 1950s that “dezain (design)”
came to be used widely nationwide. It is
said that awareness of design began to
grow in the Meiji era in Japan. Since then,
“zuan” that is a translated word of “design”
has been used for a long time. While the
concept of modern design is collapsing, the
re-compilation of the history of Japanese
modern design is proceeding rapidly. Under
these circumstances, to examine again the
word “design” that has been established in
Japanese society will lead to the re-verification
of the history of design in Japan.

“Zuan” was introduced institutionally to
promote the export of Japanese craft goods,
but in this study, | will focus on “zuan”
derived from crafts. One of them is “zuan”
as illustration. Posters and cover pictures of
magazines were called “zuan.” On the other
hand, illustration in the book was called
“picture”or “koma-e”and distinguished from
“zuan.” This will also clarify the difference
between graphic design and illustration.

Another verification focuses on “handicrafts”
as objects around “design”and “fine arts.”
Handicrafts are one of the fields in which the
word “zuan” was frequently used. Magazines
often carried embroidery patterns, and there
was a handicraft boom among girls. Their
handicrafts were artistic objects and of the
nature different from the needlework that
their mothers were making for a living. It is
possible to view this in terms of the spread of
“taste of art” in the modern period.

If we think about the verification of “zuan,”
that has developed around the craft design,

separately from crafts, the position of “zuan”
will come into view. Then, we will be able to
discover the gap between “zuan” and “dezain’,
which will lead us to acquire a better
perspective on visual culture studies. “Design”
expands its spheres such as life design and
space design, and strengthens its original
meaning, “plan for a certain purpose,” while |
would like to think of the meaning of “zuan”

anew.

(translated by NISHZAWA Miki)
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