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“Museum that grows with children” is one
of the basic policies of 21st Century Museum
of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, and many
different activities designed for children are
conducted. This posture has been shown
even from the conceptual stage before
the opening of the museum, so children
could participate in expressive activities to
experience art through projects including
different pre-opening events. This text is
written to introduce how children’s programs
arranged prior to the museum opening
are utilized for the current activities of the
museum.

There are two key phrases for our
educational programs: “activities in which
children and adults collaborate to make the
place for different experiences,” and “activities
that link the museum and school.” In many
programs, space for art is gradually formed
while children spontaneously communicate
with other participants and replace their roles.
Here, the role of adults is important. Not
only artists but also adults in the community
including families and educators experience
and learn through working on equal terms
with children in providing them opportunities
for activities.

The research and practice of coordinated
activities by the museum and schools were
also conducted before the opening of the
museum. Those events include exhibitions
of artworks at school and visits to public
places to experience art. Those programs
prior to the museum opening had several
aims, such as the emphasis on each

participant’s independent mind, and the
museum’s relations with schools. Behind
the successful implementation of various
programs conducted after the opening of
the museum in October 2004 were those
pre-opening activities as a run-up. What
art events can provide is not only valuable
experiences for the museum staff but also
warming-up exercises for citizens to enjoy
the museum through participating in events
and preparatory activities such as a museum
membership club. What’s more, children
could experience the joy of “feeling works
using their whole body” prior to the opening
of the museum. All these amounted to their
expectations about visiting the museum when

it opened.

(translated by NISHIZAWA Miki)

Museum that grows with children—

Development and promotion of the museum’s educational
programs from pre—opening events to the present (summary)

KIMURA Takeshi

Educator
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