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Taking as her theme the vastness of na-
ture seen in mountains and forests, and
the ephemerality of rainbows and mist,
NANAKARAGE Ayano (1987-) meditates on
such natural phenomena and, blending in her
own interpretations and analogies, evokes its
qualities in wood sculptures. Her “rainbows
edge” series that was featured in this exhi-
bition, conjoined her own fabric-draped fig-
ure with the shapes of dried banana stems
and other dried and withered plants. Her
fusion of withered and gnarled plants with
smooth drapery (a human figure) conveys
a disquieting impression of old age melded
with youth or some bizarre creature hidden
under the fabric. At the same time, the works
evoke the serenity of Buddhist or Shinto de-
ity sculptures as well as the dread of having
witnessed something forbidden.

As materials, techniques, and means
of expression become diversified, there are
an increasing number of artists who deviate
from producing art as object. Nanakarage’s
works that amidst such tendencies employ
classical techniques of wood sculpture to
sincerely engage with classical themes such
as life and beauty, encourages us viewers
to think about these issues, that is, the very
essence of beauty and ugliness, and the con-
ditions of life and death.

(YAMASHITA Juri)
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. Long- Term Project Room: Installation view

. Long- Term Project Room: Installation view

Left: rainbows edge VIII, 2018
Right: rainbows edge /, 2015

. Long- Term Project Room: Installation view

Untitled, 2017

1-3. Photo: KIOKU Keizo
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From Saturday, 28 April 2018 until Monday, 24
September 2018

Venue: Long-Term Project Room

Ticket Price: Free
Number of visitors: 131,893

Organized by:
21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa (Kanazawa Art Promotion

and Development Foundation)

Artist: NANAKARAGE Ayano

Leaflet:

Nanakarage Ayano (APRTO 08)

21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa, 2018

21%44.8 cm (folded paper 21%15 cm),

6p. with a postcard, ¥400 (tax included)

Curator: YAMASHITA Juri

Publicity: 25

47 21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art, Kanazawa, Annual Report for the Year 2018-2019




T~V 08 LTy
Aperto 08 NANAKARAGE Ayano

H&Y R b List of Works

fER% fEm# HfEE F=t-Bok- R <% (em) R
Artist Title Production | Medium Size(cm)
Year
BT rainbows edge | 2015 1 H125xW75xD30 | {E5RE
NANAKARAGE Ayano comphor tree Collection of the artist
HiBE rainbows edge VIII 2018 1 H59xW188xD53 | {ERE
NANAKARAGE Ayano comphor tree Collection of the artist
HiBE rainbows edge | FA—A>%" 2016 KN = N H38xW27 ERTE
NANAKARAGE Ayano rainbows edge | drawing VY4 Collection of the artist
ink, pencil,
acrylic on paper
HiEET rainbows edge Il FA—A>4" 2016 A7, $hEE, H38xW27 ERER
NANAKARAGE Ayano rainbows edge I drawing TR Collection of the artist
ink, pencil,
acrylic on paper
tiED rainbows edge Il FA—A4 >4 2016 PN H38xW27 1ERE
NANAKARAGE Ayano rainbows edge I drawing TR Collection of the artist
ink, pencil,
acrylic on paper
tiED rainbows edge IV KR—4>%" 2016 KN kN H38xW27 EREL
NANAKARAGE Ayano rainbows edge 1V drawing N4 Collection of the artist
ink, pencil,
acrylic on paper
TR rainbows edge VIl FRA—A>4" 2018 1> hE, H38xW27 (=
NANAKARAGE Ayano rainbows edge VIIl drawing N4 Collection of the artist
ink, pencil,
acrylic on paper
HE%E meE 2017 H H12xW13xD3.5 | {ERE
NANAKARAGE Ayano Untitled katsura tree Collection of the artist
HiB%E Non sine sole iris. | (AF#E< L TAT I £EL) 2016 %ig H4.5xW4.5 YEREL
NANAKARAGE Ayano Non sine sole iris. | red sandalwood xD1.2 Collection of the artist
Tk Non sine sole iris. Il (KB LTILISHEL) 2016 i H4.5xW4.5 ERE
NANAKARAGE Ayano Non sine sole iris. I/ pagoda tree xD1.2 Collection of the artist
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