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From declining birthrates with an aging socie-
ty, to lone deaths, the increase in the number
of people who support secularism, and the
severe shortage of burial space in city areas,
our current environment and circumstances
surrounding “death” are beginning to show
signs of dramatic change. Raising questions
such as “Should | buy a plot of land where
my remains are to be buried when | have no
family to mourn my death?” and “Should |
hold a Christian ceremony when | myself am
a secularist?” in response to existing funeral
rituals based on systems of a given religion
or on one’s family situation, we are now ap-
proaching times when we must think about
new ways of dealing with “death.”

This exhibition was a first time opportu-
nity to introduce the innovative solutions and
practices of Columbia University’s DeathLAB
that works to address these issues head on

across a range of disciplines including reli-
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gious studies, architecture, environmental
engineering and biology. Presented on this
occasion were a three-part video installation,
and a series of architectural models. Accord-
ing to studies conducted by the National
Institute of Population and Social Security Re-
search, it is estimated that by 2030 there will
be over 1.6 million annual deaths (more than
double the number of births), marking the be-
ginning of a super aged death-ridden society.
In light of such context, the exhibition served
to question “the essence of ‘death’ that tran-
scend religious and ethnic boundaries” and
“means for achieving a more contemporary
realization or cogent embodiment the life and
death cycle’ suited to modern urban culture,”
creating a platform to reconsider future ways

of dealing with death in Japan.

(TAKAHASHI Yoshuke)
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From Saturday, 7 July 2018 until Sunday, 24
March 2019

Venue: Design Gallery

Ticket Price: Free
Number of visitors: 102,722

Organized by:
21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa (Kanazawa Art Promotion

and Development Foundation)

Artist:
DeathLAB (Representator: Karla Maria Rothstein)

Curator: TAKAHASHI Yoshuke

Publicity: 34
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