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Thomas Ruff (born in 1958 in Zell am Harm-
ersbach, Germany) has been a leading
figure in contemporary photography since
the 1990s when he emerged as part of the
Becher School. Along with Andreas Gursky
and Thomas Struth, Ruff studied photog-
raphy with Bernd and Hilla Becher at the
Kunstakademie Dusseldorf.

The exhibition introduced a wide range
of works by this world-renowned photog-
rapher, spanning from his earliest efforts to
his most recent and never-before-shown
photographs. Ruff first received acclaim for
a series of large-scale portraits measuring
two-meters in height. Since then, he has
explored a variety of themes, including ar-

chitecture, urban landscapes, nudes, and
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1. Gallery 8: Installation view series “Portrats” and “Sterne”
2. Gallery 12: Installation view series “Substrate”

3. Gallery 14: Installation view series “press++"

1-3. Photo: KIOKU Keizo

celestial bodies. Through these subjects, he
has developed a unique vision of the world
in which we live.

The medium of photography, closely en-
twined with our vision and perception, is an-
other important theme that permeates Ruff’s
work. He searches for new possibilities in
photographic expression using a multitude
of images as his material. These not only
include Ruff’'s own pictures but everything
from digital images from the Internet to old
photographs he has collected.

This exhibition consisted of a total of 18
series, 168 works, including Ruff’s first effort
Interieurs; Portrats, which earned him wide-
spread acclaim; cassini and ma.r.s., inspired
by his boyhood interest in outer space; and
nude and jpeg, which examine visual and in-
formation spaces in the age of the Internet,

and his most recent photographs, press ++.

(NAKATA Koichi)
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2016.12.10 (Sat.)-2017.3.12 (Sun.)
Venue: Gallery 7-14

Ticket Price: Adult = ¥1,000, University = ¥800,
Elem/JH/HS = ¥400, 65 and over = ¥800
Number of visitors: 82,345

Organized by:

21st Century Museum of Contemporary Art,
Kanazawa (Kanazawa Art Promotion and
Development Foundation), The Yomiuri Shimbun
Supported by: Television Kanazawa Corporation
with the cooperation of Lufthansa Cargo AG,
ALL NIPPON AIRWAYS CO., LTD

Artist: Thomas RUFF

Calalogue: Thomas Ruff

The Yomiuri Shimbun, 2016

30x23 cm, 272p., ¥3,500 (tax included)
Venue of the touring Exhibition:

The National Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo,

August 30-November 13, 2016

Curator: NAKATA Koichi
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